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CITY OF MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSESSION 
70 Maple Street, Manistee, MI  49660 

 
January 16, 2014 

NOTES 
 

A Worksession of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 7 
pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 Maple Street, Manistee, Michigan.  
 
Worksession was called to order at 7:04 by Chair Yoder 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Members Present:  Maureen Barry, David Crockett, Bill Dean, Ray Fortier, Marlene McBride, Mark 

Wittlieff, Roger Yoder  
 
Members Absent: None   
 
Others: Denise Blakeslee (Planning & Zoning Administrator), Mitch Deisch (City 

Manager), Ed Seng (200 River Street), Steve Blank, Kathy Morin (AES), Dr. Bob 
Mattice, Eric Gustad ( 1014 Engelmann Street) and others 

 
 
PENINSULA ZONING: 
 
The Planning Commission in response to correspondence received from Mr. Ed Seng at the January 2, 
2014 meeting discussed the Zoning on the Peninsula and the Neighborhood Revitalization Action Plan – 
Manistee Peninsula. 
 
Staff gave a PowerPoint presentation to the Planning Commission (this is the same presentation that 
was made to City Council on Tuesday, January 14, 2014).  The Planning Commission reviewed the Future 
Land Use Map, General Industrial, Residential/Commercial Mixed-Use Redevelopment District 
(Peninsula Area), Waterfront Overlay Districts/Manistee Lake Front Overlay sections of the Future Land 
Use Portion of the current Master Plan.  Staff prepared an aerial photo that showed all of the properties, 
owners and frontage on Manistee Lake in the General Industrial District and the Consumers property in 
the Waterfront District where Shipping is a use by right. 
 
Ed Seng spoke to the commission about his desire to reopen his shipping business. The property does 
not have any value as a development site; the value is to use it as a shipping facility.   
 
Dr. Bob Mattice said the zoning on the Peninsula was incorrect. 
 
Steve Blank spoke to the commission about a steel manufacturing plant that he wants to bring to the 
area and that having more than one shipping facility in the area makes it more competitive. 
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City Manager Mitch Deisch spoke to the commission about their function to look at the long term vision 
for the community; how the location of a facility (be it in the City or adjoining township) is not as 
important as obtaining jobs; about tax incentives and the development agreement/zoning; the 
agreement was a three party agreement and need attorney to review for any impacts to the third party 
(Rieth Riley).  
 
Discussion about having a study that would look at the shipping use/residential use and other uses on 
the peninsula and the impact of reopening a shipping facility; the impact that more than 5 trucks a day 
would have on the infrastructure; how more information would be needed.  
 
Kathy Morin from AES said she may have some resources to assist with the process.  She spoke of the 
current $15 million dollar redevelopment project at the Portage Point Inn; the owner may be able to 
assist in finding a resource to evaluate the development potential of the property.  She spoke of the 
need to do due diligence and to have all the facts before making a determination.   
 
Correspondence was received from former Planning Commissioner now Councilman Eric Gustad relating 
to the issue (attached).  
 
No action can be taken at a worksession.  The worksession was held to inform the Planning Commission 
about the status of the request.  City Council would need to amend the Agreement to allow a shipping 
facility.  The Zoning of the property is moot unless the agreement is amended.  Mr. Seng has the right to 
ask to amend the ordinance at any time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT - The Worksession adjourned at 8:25 pm 
 
 
       MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Denise J. Blakeslee, Recording Secretary 
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